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Message from the Commissioner,
NESTS

Over the past six months, NESTS has
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rolled out focused initiatives to strengthen
academics, well-being, and holistic
development in EMRSs. These efforts
reaffirm our commitment to delivering
quality, inclusive education for every tribal
child. EMRS Principals play a decisive
role in turning these initiatives into real
impact on the ground. I commend your
leadership, dedication, and accountability

in driving change at the school level.

Let us continue to lead with purpose,
innovation, and collaboration to build

EMRSs as institutions of excellence and

pride.



EMPOWERING TRIBAL TALENT: NESTS, TATA
MOTORS & EX-NAVODAYAN JOIN HANDS FOR
JEE/NEET COACHING

NESTS has entered into an MoU with Tata
Motors Limited (TML) and Ex Navodayan
Foundation (ENF) on July 9, 2025, to provide quality
coaching for IIT-JEE and NEET aspirants from
EMRSs. As part of this collaboration, two Centres of
Excellence (CoEs) have been established at
Chintapalle (Andhra Pradesh) and Chankapur
(Maharashtra) for offline residential teaching. Each
CoE accommodates 40 students—20 preparing for
JEE and 20 for NEET, who receive structured
mentoring, assessments, and personalized academic
support.

Further, through the ENABLE (Engineering and
Neet Admission Bridge Accelerated Learning
Engagement ) initiative, lectures from expert faculty
are being broadcast to EMRSs nationwide, ensuring
wider access to high-quality instruction. This initiative
underscores NESTS’ commitment to promoting
academic excellence and equitable learning
opportunities for tribal students aspiring to excel in
competitive examinations.
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EMPOWERING TRIBAL TALENT THROUGH STRATEGIC

COLLABORATION

NESTS signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Avanti
Fellows on 21st July 2025 to enhance
academic excellence in EMRSs. The
collaboration aims to provide quality
JEE/NEET coaching, mentorship, and
innovative learning solutions to help
tribal students prepare for higher
education in premier institutions of the
country. This partnership reflects
NESTS’ commitment to bridging
educational gaps and empowering
students to achieve their full potential.
Through this initiative, students will
gain access to expert teachers,
personalized guidance, and digital
learning resources to strengthen their
academic  foundation and  build
confidence for competitive exams.

PROMOTING HEALTH &
WELLNESS IN EMRSs

In alignment with the Government of
India’s vision of promoting health and | :
wellness among school children, EMRS
Principals have been entrusted with the
responsibility of implementing annual

activities under the FIT India School ==

Program. The initiative encourages S

fitness, healthy lifestyle practices, and
regular physical activities among students, |
ensuring their holistic growth and well-
being.
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EMPOWERING GIRLS THROUGH SELF-DEFENCE TRAINING IN
EMRSS

In response to growing concerns over

the safety and well-being of girls, the
National Education Society for Tribal
Students (NESTS) has initiated a
comprehensive  self-defence  training
programme for all girl students of Classes
VI to XII across Eklavya Model
Residential Schools (EMRS:s).
Implemented under the Samagra Shiksha
framework, the initiative aims to equip
students with essential self-protection
skills  while  fostering  confidence,
situational awareness, emotional
resilience, and a strong sense of personal
safety.

The self-defence training has already
been rolled out in several EMRSs and i1s

being progressively implemented across
the network. This initiative reflects

NESTS’ strong commitment to creating
safer learning spaces and ensuring that
every girl student is empowered to learn,
grow, and thrive without fear.
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VILLAGE ENVISIONING PAINTING
COMPETITION IN EMRS

The National Education Society for Tribal Students
(NESTS) organized a nationwide Village Envisioning
Painting Competition across all EMRSs on 2nd September
2025, as directed by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.

The competition invited students from Classes VI to XII
to express their dreams and aspirations for the future of
their villages through art.

Through their paintings, students portrayed themes such
as better education, improved healthcare, clean
environments, digital access, cultural preservation, and
sustainable livelihoods.

Aligned with the Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan, the initiative
inspired young tribal learners to envision vibrant and self-
reliant villages. Selected artworks chosen by State
Societies beautifully reflect the creativity, imagination, and
community spirit of EMRS students.

THE EVENT SAW ENTHUSIASTIC
PARTICIPATION FROM ACROSS
INDIA —

« Gujarat : 834 students

e Madhya Pradesh : 228
students

o Chhattisgarh : 152
students

e QOdisha : 143 students

e Andhra Pradesh :
121 students

Nagaland : 109
students
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“TRIBAL CORNER” IN EMRSS

The National Education Society for Tribal
Students (NESTS) has initiated the
establishment of a dedicated “Tribal Corner”

in all EMRSs to celebrate, preserve, and
promote the rich cultural heritage of tribal
communities. Located prominently at the
school entrance, the Tribal Corner will serve as
a symbolic and educational space reflecting the

vibrant traditions, values, and lifestyles of tribal
societies.

Each Tribal Corner will feature a portrait or
statue of Birsa Munda, along with traditional
handicrafts, musical instruments, artworks, *
paintings, and literature that showcase tribal ¢
culture, history, and indigenous wisdom. This
initiative aims to foster cultural pride among
students, enhance awareness of tribal heritage,

strengthen the connection between

education and community identity.

SHAPING SCHOOL CULTURE:
EMRS PRINCIPALS PARTICIPATE IN
NCERT WORKSHOP UNDER NCF-SE 2023

A Two-Day Workshop under PAC Programme 7.03 on
“Development of Handbook on School Culture and School
Processes as a follow-up of NCF-SE 2023 was organized
by the Department of Curriculum Studies & Development,
NCERT, New Delhi, on 25th-26th August 2025. Principals
from EMRS Jhirniya (Madhya Pradesh) and EMRS Korchi
(Maharashtra) participated in the workshop, which focused
on developing Chapter 1 of NCF-SE 2023. The sessions
conducted by NCERT experts included interactive
discussions, practical demonstrations, and group activities
with educationists from across the country. The programme
enriched participants’ understanding of fostering positive
school culture and strengthening school processes. As a
token of gratitude, a sculpture of Eklavya was presented to
Prof. & Head, Dr. Ranjana Arora, which was warmly
appreciated.
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"EXPOSURE VISITS OF EMRS PRINCIPALS AT HIGHER

EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS (HEIS)

The National Education Society for Tribal Students
(NESTS), in association with the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE), organized Exposure
Visits for Principals of Eklavya Model Residential
Schools (EMRSs) to Higher Education Institutions
(HEIs). The objective of the visits was to promote the
concept of skill-based education in CBSE-affiliated
schools, in alignment with the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020.

Under this programme, a series of visits were
conducted between July to September 2025, enabling
school leaders to gain first-hand exposure to advanced
practices, emerging technologies, and innovative
approaches adopted by reputed institutions across the
country. The programme offered interactive learning
experiences, exposure to diverse educational
environments, and insights into contemporary
teaching—learning trends.

EMRS Principals from six States participated in
the wvisits and acquired valuable knowledge to
strengthen skill education initiatives and guide teachers
in their respective regions.
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NATIONAL SPACE DAY CELEBRATION IN EMRS

NESTS joined the nationwide celebration
of the second National Space Day on 23rd
August 2025, marking India’s proud
achievement of the Chandrayaan-3 landing
on the Moon’s south pole. The theme,
“Aryabhatta to Gaganyaan: Ancient Wisdom
to Infinite Possibilities, showcased India’s
remarkable journey from ancient astronomy
to modern space missions.

For the first time, EMRSs across the
country celebrated the day with great
enthusiasm through morning assemblies,
speeches, debates, quizzes, poster-making,
and model exhibitions of rockets and
satellites. These activities sparked curiosity
and encouraged scientific thinking among
students. To further strengthen space
education, NESTS 1is establishing Space
Labs in 75 EMRSs equipped with telescopes
and satellite models. It has also launched the
Jan Jatiya Yuva Antriksha Karyakram
(JAYAKAR) to provide tribal students
opportunities to interact with scientists and
engage in hands-on space learning, inspiring
them to become future scientists, engineers,
and innovators.

o
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SPECIAL VISIT OF EMRS
STUDENTS TO RASHTRAPATI
BHAWAN AND AMRIT UDYAN ﬁ

The NESTS, in coordination with Rashtrapati | |
Bhawan, organized a memorable educational
visit for EMRS students as part of Udyan Utsav
2025, reflecting the Hon’ble President of India’s -
vision of engaging young learners who represent
the future of the nation. The first batch,
comprising 100 EMRS students and 20 escort T i o g .

teachers  from  Chhattisgarh,  Jharkhand, Durmg thelr visit to Rashtrapatl Bhawan the
Karnataka, Odisha, and Sikkim, visited students had the rare honour of interacting with the
Rashtrapati Bhawan on the occasion of Raksha Hon’ble President of India, Smt. Droupadi
Bandhan on 9 August 2025. The second batch, Murmu, who warmly welcomed them and
consisting of 100 students and 10 escort teachers ~Presented gifts as a token of remembrance. In a
from Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan, visited on heartfelt —gesture, the students also offered
9 September 2025. The visit symbolized national handmade rakhis to the Hon’ble President, making

inclusion, cultural pride, and the importance of the — Raksha — Bandhan  celebration  deeply
experiential learning for tribal students. meaningful. The interaction filled the students

with immense joy and pride, creating memories
that will remain etched in their hearts for a
lifetime.

In addition to Rashtrapati Bhawan and Amrit
Udyan, the students visited prominent national
landmarks such as India Gate, Akshardham
Temple, and Nehru Planetarium. The exposure
to these iconic sites provided a rich blend of
historical, cultural, and scientific learning,
making the visit a truly enriching and inspiring

educational experience for EMRS students.




EMPOWERING EDUCATORS THROUGH
TARGETED TRAINING INITIATIVES

The Training Wing of the National Education
Society for Tribal Students (NESTS) has been
actively implementing a series of focused
professional development programmes throughout
2025 to strengthen leadership, pedagogy, school
management, and inclusive learning practices
across Eklavya Model Residential Schools
(EMRS:s).

By 29 October 2025, several training
programmes have been successfully completed,
while others are currently in progress. These
initiatives are designed to enhance educators’
professional competencies, promote innovative
teaching practices, and support the holistic
development and well-being of students. Key
focus areas include leadership development for
school principals, career guidance under the
TALASH programme, competency-based
mathematics  instruction,  effective  hostel

management and child welfare, and activity-based

science teaching.
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TALASH: PSYCHOMETRIC TEST AND CAREER
GUIDANCE FOR EMRS STUDENTS

To support the holistic
development of tribal students,
NESTS has introduced TALASH, a
digital psychometric test and career
guidance programme for students of
Eklavya Model Residential Schools
(EMRS:).

Developed in consultation
with UNICEF and inspired by
NCERT’s “Tamanna” initiative,
TALASH helps students identify
their  aptitudes, interests, and
strengths  through an  online
assessment. The test evaluates key
abilities such as language, reasoning,
numerical, and spatial skills. Based
on the results, students receive
personalised career cards and career
pathways, along with guidance on
suitable academic and professional
options.

The TALASH portal also includes Life
Skills and Self-Esteem modules, as well
as e-learning resources to support teachers
in career counselling and student
mentoring.

For effective implementation, teacher
capacity building has been prioritised.
The programme follows a three-tier
training model at the national, state, and
school levels. Under Phase II, state-level
trainings were conducted between May
and September 2025, covering EMRSs
across the country.

TALASH is a significant step towards
empowering EMRS students with clarity,
confidence, and future-ready career
direction.
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International Value Education Olympiad for EMRS Students
with “ISKCON”

NESTS has collaborated with the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON),
known as Sri Sri Radha Radhikaraman- Krishna
Balaram Mandir and Vedic Educational Center, to
implement a comprehensive 'Value Based Education
Program' for EMRS students. The program aims to
instil core values and ethics among the students. It
includes the International Value Education
Olympiad, sensitization of students to the global
environmental crisis through course materials and
recorded sessions, and distribution of books.

A key component of the programme was the
International Value Education Olympiad, conducted
across EMRSs between 30th September to 16th
October 2025 on different dates to accommodate
school vacations. The top three winners from each
class (Classes VI to XII) were honoured with
certificates accredited by the Ministry of
Environment, Government of India, and the UNEP
FFE Initiative.

The Olympiad received accreditation from the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
and the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, Government of India. The top three winners
were honoured with certificates accredited by the
Ministry and the UNEP FFE Initiative. Through this
initiative, NESTS and ISKCON reaffirm their
commitment to the holistic development of EMRS
students by nurturing responsible, ethical, and
environmentally aware citizens.
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4th National EMRS Sports Meet 2025

The 4th National EMRS Sports Meet 2025 was successfully
organised by the National Education Society for Tribal
Students (NESTS), under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Government of India, from 11th to 15th November 2025
across Rourkela, Sundargarh and Rajgangpur, Odisha. The
national sporting event brought together over 5,500 student
athletes from EMRSs across 21 States and 1 Union Territory,

celebrating sporting excellence and unity.

The Meet was inaugurated on 11th November 2025 at the
Birsa Munda Athletics Stadium, Rourkela, by Shri Jual
Oram, Hon’ble Minister of Tribal Affairs, who lit the
ceremonial lamp and torch. Addressing the gathering, he

emphasised the role of quality education and sports in the
holistic development of tribal students. Shri Ajeet Kumar
Shrivastava, Commissioner, NESTS, encouraged young

a _., athletes to compete with discipline, teamwork and

ws| sportsmanship.

The five-day-long 4th National EMRS Sports Meet 2025 concluded on 15 November 2025 with great
enthusiasm and celebration. The closing ceremony was held in the presence of senior officers and Ministers
and was officially closed by the Chief Guest, Shri Mohan Charan Majhi, Hon’ble Chief Minister of
Odisha. The event featured vibrant cultural performances, announcement of final results, and the
distribution of trophies and certificates. Telangana emerged as the Overall Champion, showcasing
exceptional sporting excellence and team spirit. The programme concluded with a vote of thanks, followed
by the singing of the National Anthem, marking a proud and memorable finale.
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CI-Tagged Tribal Art Workshop
& Exhibition: Nurturing Talent,

Preserving Heritage

NESTS, under the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs, organised a three-day GI-Tagged
Tribal Art Workshop & Exhibition in New
Delhi from 24-26 November 2025. The event
brought together 139 EMRS students from
across the country, supported by art teachers

and master artisans, to promote

development and cultural empowerment.

The programme was inaugurated by Shri
Ajeet Kumar Srivastava, Commissioner,
NESTS, following the lighting of the lamp
and a welcome address by Shri Vipin
Kumar, Joint Commissioner (Admin),
NESTS. Experts, including Prof. Anil
Kumar of IGNCA, highlighted the need to
preserve tribal art traditions. Hands-on
training in Gl-tagged art forms enabled
students to build skills while understanding
GI tags as a symbol of cultural identity and

recognition.

Cultural performances by EMRS
students reflected the spirit of Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat.

skill

i

The Hon’ble Minister for Culture and Tourism
appreciated the students’ paintings and presented an
appreciation letter to Ms. Chandna of EMRS Taruve,
Karnataka, for her outstanding artwork.

The initiative reaffirmed NESTS’ commitment to
students by linking GI-tagged
heritage with skills, cultural identity, and livelihood

empowering tribal

opportunities. On the concluding day, certificates were
awarded by the Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
appreciation letters were issued by the Commissioner,
NESTS, and the event formally concluded with a vote of
thanks by Dr. Rashmi Chaudhary,
Commissioner, NESTS.

Assistant

Page No. -14



UDBHAVY 2025: A National
Celebration of Tribal Culture
and Youth Talent

The National Education Society for Tribal
Students (NESTS), Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
successfully concluded the 6th National
EMRS Cultural & Literary Fest and Kala
Utsav — UDBHAV 2025 on 5 December 2025
at KL University, Vaddeswaram, Guntur
District, Andhra Pradesh. Organised by
NESTS and hosted by APTWREIS-
Gurukulam from 3-5 December 2025, the fest
brought together 1,558 students from 22 States
and Union Territories to celebrate India’s rich

tribal cultural and literary heritage through 49

competitive events spanning cultural, literary,

The valedictory ceremony was graced by
Hon’ble Ministers Smt. G. Sandhya Rani, Dr. D.
S. Swamy, and Shri Kandula Durgesh, along with
Shri M. M. Nayak, Secretary, Social Welfare &
Tribal
Andhra Pradesh. The dignitaries commended the

Welfare Department, Government of

exceptional performances of tribal students and
highlighted the role of platforms like UDBHAYV in
tribal
indigenous culture, and fostering confidence,

strengthening education, preserving

leadership, and national exposure among youth.

At the closing ceremony, Telangana emerged as
the Overall Champion, followed by Jharkhand,
Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and Madhya Pradesh, with
105 First, Second, and Third Prizes awarded
across categories. Winners from 12 identified
categories will represent EMRSs at the National
Kala Utsav at YASHADA, Pune. UDBHAV 2025
stands as a testament to NESTS’ sustained and
multifaceted efforts in empowering tribal students
through quality education, cultural platforms, skill
development, and national exposure, ensuring
holistic growth and brighter opportunities for
tribal youth across the country.
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Empowering EMRS Leadership: NESTS Conclave Paves the
Way for Academic Excellence and Effective Governance

The National Education Society for Tribal Students
(NESTS) successfully concluded the 2nd EMRS Principals’
Conclave on Effective Management of Schools on 16-17
December 2025 at Dr. Ambedkar International Centre, New
Delhi. The two-day national conclave brought together
Principals and Principals-in-Charge of EMRSs from across
the country to strengthen academic leadership, governance,
and administrative efficiency in tribal residential schools.

The conclave was inaugurated by Shri Jual Oram, Hon’ble
Minister for Tribal Affairs, with Shri Durga Das Uikey,
Hon’ble Minister of State for Tribal Affairs, as Guest of
Honour, in the presence of senior officials from the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs and NESTS. Key publications, including
training resources and major EMRS reports, were released
during the inaugural session.

The conclave concluded with an interactive discussion,
enabling Principals to share best practices and practical
solutions. Overall, the conclave significantly enhanced
leadership capacities in academics, governance, financial
management, and student welfare, reaffirming NESTS’
commitment to “Tribal Transformation Through Education”
in alignment with NEP 2020.
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EMRS SHINES AT NATIONAL KALA UTSAV 2025

The

Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS)
showcased their rich cultural heritage and artistic
excellence at the National Kala Utsav 2025, organised
{ by the National Council of Educational Research and

. ] 'Training (NCERT) from 20-24 December 2025 at

Nao:ﬁﬂronmsmanslmm) 15
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Y performing arts.

As part of UDBHAYV 2025, held in Andhra
Pradesh from 3-5 December 2025,
winners from 12 senior categories were
selected to represent EMRS at the national
stage. This year, 26 students from 10
States participated, presenting diverse art
forms that reflected creativity, teamwork,
and India’s rich indigenous traditions.

This achievement reaffirms EMRS’s
commitment to  holistic  education,
nurturing academic excellence alongside
cultural and artistic growth. EMRS will
continue to encourage students to
participate in national platforms that
celebrate talent, heritage, and innovation.

B YASHADA, Pune. The festival provided a national
m platform for young artists to celebrate India’s diverse
cultural and indigenous traditions through visual and

Outstanding Achievement-

EMRS students delivered an impressive

performance, securing Third Position in:

Theatre (Group Category) — EMRS Karinthalam,
Kasaragod, Kerala

Visual Arts (Group Category — Indigenous Toys &

Games / Local Crafts) - EMRS Ahwa, Dang, Gujarat

Ana<wara M R,
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Some Glimpses of Activities
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